Cathy A. Beck

Wildlife Biologist

U. S. Geological Survey, Florida Integrated Science Center
Center for Aquatic Resource Studies, Sirenia Project

412 NE 16™ Avenue, Room 250, Gainesville, FL 32601-3701
Phone: (352) 372-2571 x.21 Fax: (352) 374-8080
e-mail: Cathy Beck@usgs.gov

EDUCATION
1985 M.S. University of Florida, Wildlife Biology
Thesis title: Helminth parasites of the West Indian manatee, Trichechus manatus, L., in Florida
1978 B.A.  California State University, Long Beach, Biology
1975 A.A.  El Camino College, California

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION / PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS

Current interests include photo-identification studies of mammals, parasites of manatees, manatee food
habits and diet determination, the assessment of marine and aquatic habitats, and extralimital distribution
of manatees.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
1989 — Present Wildlife Biologist U.S. Geological Survey, National Biological Survey, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service
Cathy Beck received her B.A. in Biology from California State University, Long Beach in 1978 and her
M.S. in Wildlife Ecology and Conservation from the University of Florida in 1985. She has been with the
Sirenia Project since 1978, as a Wildlife Biologist since 1989, and serves as manager of the Manatee
Individual Photo-identification System (MIPS), a computerized archive of sighting and life history data on
individual manatees from throughout the southeastern United States. She supervises the daily operation,
maintenance, data acquisition and input, and report writing of MIPS generated data, and coordinates the
development of an integrated MIPS database with state and private partners. She frequently consults
with federal, state, and foreign researchers and managers on manatee research methodology, and with
federal and state collaborators on MIPS data utilized for various analyses on estimation of survival,
reproduction, movement, and population growth rates, scar acquisition rates, and tests of hypotheses on
factors affecting survival and reproductive rates of manatees.

1978 — 1988 Biological Technician  U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Previous work experience: teaching assistant in Parasitology (1982 - University of Florida, College of
Veterinary Medicine) and Marine Biology (1976 — 1978, Glendale College); museum curatorial assistant
in mammalogy (1977 — 1978, Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History).

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIPS (CURRENT)

Journey North, an educational Math and Science Project of The Annenberg Foundation:
(http://www.learner.org/jnorth/). Scientific Consultant on manatees, 1997 — Present

Society of Marine Mammalogy: Charter member, 1983 — Present; Biennial Conference Committee, 1995;
Serve as one of four reviewers for the Emily B. Shane Award, for research grants on Odontocetes
and Sirenians, 1997 — Present ($10,000 annually to eligible students or researchers)

HONORS AND AWARDS
Quality Performance/Special Achievement Awards: 1980, 1983, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1995.
Merit Increase Awards: 1981, 1983, 1990, 1993, 1997.

GRANTS FOR CURRENT RESEARCH

Science Support Program, USFWS/USGS, 2004, $150,000.
Science Support Program, USFWS/USGS, 2003, $150,000.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 2003, $90,850.

Georgia Department of Natural Resources, 1999, $4,000.
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National Biological Information Infrastructure, 1998, $65,000.
Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 1997, $27,280.
Research Partnership Program, 1997, $4,609.
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